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Middle part of Thailand and the Lower Northeast. 129 .pp.

Initially, Music and Vocal music in the middle region relates to farming,
ritual ceremony for the significant festival, entertainment and also posses a unique
music for each tribe and race. Whilst the middle region vocal music evolution
involves the growth of local musician career in order to create new production such as
Lum Tad, Phleng Choi, Phleng Songkroeng, and Phleng Ei-Saew.

The national economic and social development plan since 2500 BC together
with Western entertainment culture resulted in the fading out of the vocal music. While
the musical culture of some musical powerful group such as Mon was capable of
inherited the culture pattern to the next generation, it still was not strong enough to
carry all the original form of the past.

Lower Northeast vocal music was categorized into two groups following by the
culture differentiation .These are Korat Thai culture and Khamere culture. Korat Thai
culture such as Nakornratchasima which located in the middle region and was the
former major city, received the influence of the performing method from the middle
region culture like Korat song, representation of the Thai Korat culture.

Khamere culture is in Burirum, Surin, Si Saked province, which the majority of
the population was Khamere group, leads to the Khamere culture as a core. Especially

the musical culture named as GunTrum culture.



The transportation development since King Chulongkorn reign affected to the
expansion of the musical culture and performance from the middle region to the lower
northeast. region, however the traditional performance culture remains. However after
the implementation of the first release of the National economic and social plan, the
western musical culture from the middle region replaced the traditional culture. It
effected to the improvement of the musical component following folk band. As a result
of this it created the new style of Korat music named as Korat Sing and Guntrum.

The intergeneration musical transmission of vocal music of the middle and the
Lower Northeast region at the moment is the culture, which is salute as a symbol of the
region, and is supported by the government for the tourism purposes and to conserve
as a national heritage culture. It also the pattern that the musicians create and apply to
develop more various arts in order to motivate the audiences by combining with
Western culture for the reason of musical carrier path such as LumTad, Phleng Ei-

Saew , Phleng Korat and GunTrum.



