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Abstract

This research project focused on the study of Thai musical culture in two regions.
The Lower Northeast and the Middle region. The former is comprised of the Burirum,
Surin, Sagaew, Si Saked,Ubonrachathani and Nakornracgasima provinces whereas the
latter consists of the Angthong, Ayudhaya, Bangkok, Chacheongsaow, Chainad,
Kanchanaburi, Lopburi, , Nakorn Nayok, Nakornprathom, Nonthaburi, Pathumthani,
Prajinburi, Rachaburi, Samuthprakarn, Samuthsongkram, Samuthsakorn, Saraburi,
Singhaburi,Supanburi and Uthaithani provinces.

The field research was conducted by interviewing the prominent musicians of
these two regions. The study found that the distinguishing musical genres of the Lower
Northeastern Regions are known as Kantreom, Mahori Khamere, Phipat and Mamoud.
However, Moh Lum is notable only in the Ubonrachathani area. Music in the Middle
Region of Thailand is characterized by the type of vocal music found in the Tha Pho
sub-district of the Uthai Thani province which is known as Phleng Peon Ban Tha Po as
well as Phleng yeoi, Phleng Roi-Pansa which are found in Kanchanaburi province. The
notable vocal music of the Middle region consists of the Phleng Choi, Phleng Ei-Saew,
Phleng Koh tan, Phleng Roe, Phleng Phoungmalai, Phleng Hangkroeng, Phleng Krom
Luk, Phleng Phrob Kai, etc. In some locations Rum Thon and Klong Yaw were found.
Some characteristics of the Mon style of music were discovered in the Samuthsakorn,
Samuthsongkram, Samuthprakarn, and Nonthaburi provinces in which the Thayae
Mon is performed.

The research findings showed that the beliefs and rites conveyed in the music of
this region are subject both to intergenerational musical transmission as well as the
influence of their Buddhist traditions. These leading musicians play two roles. They
function both as a curator and manager for the continuation of their musical culture
since it was discovered that in most locations, the traditional musical roots remain just

as deep and strong today as in the past.



