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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the process of making musical instruments in the
southern area of E-sarn region and the central region of Thailand. The scope of this research
includes two types of musical instruments: the lutes and the drums found in the southern area of
E-sarn region and the central part of Thailand. Four instruments are the subjects of this research
project: (1) the kracapi of the southern E-sarn region; (2) the kantruem drum of the southern E-
sarn region; (3) the Jakhay of the central part; (4) the long drum of the central part of Thailand.
According to the research findings, two masters of making the kracapi are found. Ther making

process is different. They use modern tools, which result in the differences of sound quality.

The makers of kantreum drums in the southern E-sarn region usually obtain tools within
their community. The body of the drum is made from wood. The drumhead is made of snake
skin. Only the healing drum used in the Songmod Ritual is made of ceramics, and most
importantly, the drumhead is made of lizard hide. The healers believe that the lizard drumhead
would make the ritual more powerful. The instrument makers use both local techniques and

modern tools.

In the central part of Thailand, the Jakhay are made by the instrument factories. The
Jakhay makers use modern tools in the large factories. Amongst the four instrument makers, one
Jakhay maker has the different process of making the instrument. His process takes much time

more than other instrument makers because each process is much more time-consuming.

In the southern area of E-sarn region, the long drum makers are found in Pamok district
of Angthong province more than other areas. They learned the process of making long drums
from their ancestors. The famous long drum makers are also found in Pathumthanee, Ayuthaya,
and Chacheongsao. The research findings show that the long drum makers prefer to use modern
tools. Some long drum makers stil use small tools. In conclusion, most instrument makers use
similar tools but the size of drums and instruments are different according to the preference of

each maker.



